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be tempted to call Jewish prejudice, his criticism is not in general 

so unfair. On the contrary, it raises usefully enough a number of 

important problems in social ethics which are ill presented in the 

gospels, and which are thus kept obscure for orthodox readers, in 

virtue of the orthodox view of Jesus' personality. Such readers 

may get a wholesome shock from contact with Mr. Vickers's book. 

It is not a definitive ethical treatise : it savors too much, for that, 

of pulpit fluency, despite the methodical numbering of paragraphs ; 

but the fluency itself attracts, and such writing may prepare the 

way for closer thinking. Unfortunately, the value of the book in 

this direction is to some extent discounted by the preface, in 

which, after saying a good deal in praise of his own catholicity, 

Mr. Vickers makes a personal attack on a clerical opponent in 

very imperfect taste. 

John M. Robertson. 

English Social Reformers. By H. de B. Gibbins, M.A. Lon- 
don : Methuen & Co. 1892. Pp. 229. (University Extension 
Series.) 

This unpretending little volume contains short accounts of the 
lives of William Langland, John Ball, Sir Thomas More, John 
Wesley, William Wilberforce, Richard Oastler, Lord Shaftesbury, 
Robert Owen, Charles Kingsley, Thomas Carlyle, and John Ruskin, 
regarded as social reformers. These accounts are tantalizing from 
their brevity, and are not marked by any special brightness or 
force ; but they are uniformly accurate, sensible, and appreciative. 
The gist of the book is given in its concluding paragraph: "We 
have seen men of various periods and of various views trying with 
■what power of good was in them to alter for the better the lives of 
their fellows. And, in doing so, they have used or preached one 
of two methods, or, if wise, they have inculcated both, — the in- 
ternal and the external, the spiritual and the material, the moral 
and the mechanical. William Langland, poor and obscure, utter- 
ing roughly the woes of his time, yet saw that lord and villain, 
peer and peasant, alike must do their duty each for himself ere 
the troubles of England would be lessened. John Ball, fierce and 
courageous, believed that an outward change of social conditions 
was enough, and died ere he or his fellows could see his mistake. 
Sir Thomas More thought of man placed in some ideal state, and 
forgot, perhaps, that be the state never so ideal and perfect, it will, 
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without a change of man's heart and mind, be ruined at the last. 
Wesley knew and felt that a man's social salvation, as well as his 
spiritual, depended on an internal and moral reformation. Wil- 
berforce, though he believed that also, yet hoped to raise the negro 
by a mere change of his economic condition, and, had he lived, 
would have been the first to realize how utterly useless is an alter- 
ation of outward circumstances without a corresponding elevation 
of inward aims and ideals. In our own century the factory re- 
formers have accentuated the outward element of reform, Carlyle, 
Kingsley, and Ruskin the inward and spiritual. Both are neces- 
sary, perhaps [perhaps !], yet of the two, it is the inward and spir- 
itual alone [?] that will bring us social salvation. In the social and 
industrial life, as well as in any other, a man must in very truth be 
born again," etc. The book has an index and some good lists of 
authorities. It is not a powerful work, but it will be useful to those 
for whom it is specially designed. J. S. Mackenzie. 

Four Lectures on Henrik Ibsen, dealing chiefly with his 
Metrical Works. By Philip H. Wicksteed, M.A., author of 
" Dante : Six Sermons," " The Alphabet of Economic Science," 
etc. London : Swan Sonnenschein & Co., Paternoster Square, 
1892. 
The Quintessence of Ibsenism. By G. Bernard Shaw. London : 
Walter Scott, 24 Warwick Lane, 1891. 

Mr. Wicksteed's book consists of four lectures, delivered origi- 
nally in London. 

The first lecture gives an interesting account of the earlier and 
less well known "Poems" of Ibsen. The extracts are well chosen, 
interesting, and characteristic, and establish the claim made by 
Mr. Wicksteed's opening sentence, " Ibsen is a poet. " The lecture 
contains, also, a short but very clear statement of Mr. Wicksteed's 
point of view as critic of Ibsen. "Ibsen is the poet of doubt: 
and his doubting is so strong and true that, when we have 
dealt with the questions he asks us, we shall have dealt with life. 
.... What is the dead matter we are carrying with us ? Is it the 
inheritance from our ancestors ? Is it our commercial system ? Is 
it our marriage laws? Is it our confirmed habit of lying? Is it 
the foolish and narrow way in which we speak the truth when we 
give it a turn ? Is it our untamed elemental passions not yet 
humanized ? Is it our traditional and conventional pretences? Is 
it our religion ? If any man is afraid of these questions, let him 



